The use of methylmethacrylate as an external fixator in children and adolescents.
Methylmethacrylate has been used as an external fixator on 52 bones in 36 children and adolescents. There were 36 osteotomies and 16 selected fractures of long bones. The application of the acrylic cement onto 229 half-pins was performed with the use of flexible plastic tubes, in all but two patients. Union in the desired position was achieved in 51 bones. Delayed union occurred in one and required internal fixation. In the rest of the cases, there were only a few minor complications. The methylmethacrylate appears to be a stable fixator for osteotomized and fractured bones in young patients. The method is practical, easily performed, and of low cost.